§40	THE    GREAT   REHEARSAL
there were men of many other trades marching—four or five
thousand, the Massachusetts Centinel estimated, praising the
"perfect order Mid urbanity,, the dignity and solemnity" of the
occasion. Some Philadelphia Antif ederalist sneered in a quatrain,
later reprinted by the Centinel, about the "grajsid procession" of
the "Boston folks."
*"There they went up, up, up
And there they went down, down, downy,
There they went backwards and forwards
And poop for Boston towny!"
In Charleston, on May 27, the allegorical ship of state was the
Federalist, drawn by eight white horses, each bearing on his fore-
head the name of a state that had ratified. The Union in Philadel-
phia on July 4 was a barge which had been captured with the
Serapis by John Paul Jones in the Bon Homme Richard. Decked
and built up to look like a fighting ship of twenty guns, the
Union had a crew of twenty-five, including officers and four small
midshipmen in uniform. One of these was John Bush, Benjamin
Rush's eleven-year-old son, who could proudly show his com-
mission gravely signed by William Jackson, secretary of the
Federal Convention and now secretary of the Federal Procession.
"Sir," the commission read, "This is to request you to repair on
board the federal Ship the Union "commanded by John Green
Esquire in the character of Midshipman, the duties of which
station you are faithfully and diligently to perform. For which
This shall be your sufficient warrant**1
But the unmistakable masterpiece of all these Procession ships
was the Hamilton in New York City on July 23, three days before
the state ratified the Constitution. The Hamilton was a "Frigate
of thirty-two" guns, twenty-seven feet keel, and ten feet beam,
with galleries and every tiling complete and in proportion, both
in hull and rigging; manned with upwards of thirty seamen and
marines, in their different uniforms; Commanded by Commodore
[James] Nicholson3 and drawn by ten horses/*
Shipshape in the Fields (now City Hall Park) at ten o'clock
the Hamilton fired thirteen guns **as a signal for marching,* the
"New York Packet told the story. "She then got under way, with
her top-sails a-trip, and courses in the brails, proceeding in the
1 Rush Papers, Library Company of PMadelphia.

